On the Issues

Huge influx of immigrants between 1848 and 1860. Many were protestant Germans, but also German Catholics, Jews and Irish Catholics came in significant numbers. 

Democrats: 

· immigrants tend to vote democrat, so they are pro-immigrant
· championed individual rights

· supported separation of church and state – Irish Catholics appreciate this since the country was mainly protestant.

· Split on the slavery issue (northerners tended to be anti-slavery), southerners pro-slavery

· Believed in smaller, state government. Against tariffs, transportation improvements, national bank

· Popular sovereignty – split …northerners are for it, south against

Republicans

· Anti-slavery (some are abolitionist…slavery needs to be gone immediately, but most believe slavery is OK where it currently exist, but cannot be allowed to expand)
· Some  believed individual rights leads to chaos and had to be countered with reform (temperance)

· Some concerned about temperance (anti-liquor) (split on issue)

· Most are not anti-Catholic/immigrant (however some can be)

· Wanted strong national government to promote economic growth

· Supported protective tariffs, transportation improvements, cheap land for western farmers, national bank
· Against popular sovereignty, for halting slavery where it exists 

· Do not support movement of African-Americans into western territories

Know-Nothings

· Against immigration:  immigrants were poor, Catholic (take orders from the Pope)

· Political office, teachers for native-born Americans only

· Increase naturalization to 21 years in the US

·  disdainful of temperance movement and taking nativists jobs

· Split on the slavery issue (northerners tended to be anti-slavery), southerners pro-slavery.. but for fear that the issue would split the Union they tended to ignore the issue all together
· Popular sovereignty – split …northerners are for it, south against

· Supported public health and public education programs

