World History Research Essay
Mr. Schneider

Graduates of Marquette High need to be effective writers to prepare themselves for college and beyond. This assignment is designed to help develop your writing and research skills and also to train you to form your own ideas and conclusions about historical events. This is also an opportunity for you to learn more about a topic related to World History that interests you.
Your job is to choose a topic related to World History, narrow it to the point that you can focus on a question that requires analysis, and form a conclusion (your thesis). The paper must contain evidence of scholarly research. Your research must be used in the paper. Your thesis must make an argument. 

Your topic may be political, cultural, social, or military in nature as long as it conforms to the following rules.
1. It cannot be related to United States History

2. It cannot be on World War I or World War II. 

You must receive approval of your topic from me. I will not allow duplication of a topic, so first come, first served.
Due Dates:

· Paper Topic – Monday, Oct 9

· Final Version – Monday, Oct 16
Length:

· The paper must be a three paragraph essay. It must have an introduction, one body paragraph and a conclusion. It should be between 1 1/2 and 2 pages in length. This does not include your title page or works cited page.

Sources:

· Your paper must reference two scholarly sources from books or scholarly electronic journals.  Ms. O'Hara, our chief librarian, will provide instructions on how to access the scholarly journals that MUHS offers.
· You cannot use internet websites at all for this project. You will be downgraded if I find evidence of internet sources in the paper.

· Citations from non-scholarly internet sources (e.g. www.freds-worldwarspage.com is not a scholarly source, nor is wikipedia) cannot be used at all. 
· Encyclopedias are not scholarly sources and cannot be used.

· Time-Life Books are not scholarly sources and cannot be used.
Title Page:

· Your paper must have a title page. 

· It must include, in this order…

· Your title

· Your name

· Fall, 2017
· Period

· If you'd like to include a picture under this stuff, that's fine

· Feel free to be creative with fonts and colors if you like

· Do not put a page number on the title page and do not include it in your page count

Paper (Miscellaneous):

· The first page should have no MLA heading or title information.

· Use information from class notes sparingly. The majority of your paper should be from your research. If the paper begins to read like a class lecture, you will lose significant points.

· Do not use direct quotes in your paper. Instead paraphrase what your source is saying in his/her book, and then cite it.
Citations and Works Cited:

· You must use MLA citation styles.

· Remember, no direct quotes… if you use something from a scholarly source, write it in your own words, then parenthetically cite it, including the author’s last name and the page number you found the information on… For example…

Pecot’s analysis of Spartan culture holds that their concentration on military training led to the decline of their civilization since they developed nothing culturally worthwhile. (Pecot 23).

· We will spend a class discussing how to cite sources using MLA style.
· Put your sources in alphabetical order
Deliverables:
· Your essay must be double-spaced, 12-point font, with normal 1” margins. 

· You must type this assignment. Your cover page can be hand drawn if you like as long as there is an artistic component to it.

· You will print out the title page, essay and work cited, staple them in that order and turn it into the plastic tray on the due date. 

· You will turn in a version of this paper to turnitin.com. We will do this during class.

Grading:

· You will be graded on the following questions…

1. Does he have a properly formatted cover page?

2. Does he have a title?

3. Is the page length within the defined tolerance?

4. Is the intro a clear, concise overview of the paper (about 4-5 sentences)

5. Does the thesis statement make an argument?

· Is there a thesis?

· Is it simply a statement of fact or is there a real argument to be made?
· Does it pass the “why” and “so what” tests?
6. Does the body paragraph focus on proving the thesis?

7. How is grammar, spelling?

8. How is the readability, clarity?

9. What is the quality of the research?

· Did he meet the requirement of two scholarly sources?

· Did he use non-scholarly sources?

10. Is the works cited formatted properly?

11. Did he fail to cite sources for material that clearly should have been cited?

12. Did he use direct quotes improperly?
