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APUSH End of Year Debate Activity 
Summary: Each student will select a partner and pair up with another pair of students. The four will decide on a debate topic to prepare and argue in class. One pair will take the pro-side and the other, the con-side. Students are required to thoroughly research arguments to defend their position in an attempt to convince the forum of their point of view on the topic.  

You must clear your topic with me.
Mechanics:

1. You will work closely with your partner to research and develop a speech, and will persuasively argue your side of the debate.

2. Constructive Speech

a. You will organize the research you've done to make an argumentative statement to the class and defend your assertions with facts.
b. This speech should be about 2 minutes long, give or take ten seconds.

i. You'll lose points if your speech does not fall within these parameters. Practice your constructive speech before you deliver it. 

ii. Both guys should deliver approximately half of the speech. 

1. The transition between the two speakers should be smooth. When one stops talking the other should just continue making points to advance the argument. Do not waste time introducing one another.
iii. You may read from it during the constructive speech phase of the debate, so don’t memorize it. Focus more on making good eye contact with the audience as you read and being persuasive/passionate when delivering it.

c. It should be a speech, not a list of bullet points. 

d. Make sure the points you wish to make are clearly defined so the listeners understand what your goals are for defending your side of the argument
e. The pro side will deliver their two-minute argument first, afterward, the con side will deliver theirs.

f. Each side should take notes on the arguments of the other side in order to refute their opponents' assertions during the debate phase.
3. Debate Phase
a. A five-minute debate session will pit the pro and con side guys against one another.  

b. They will engage in a discussion where each side will reaffirm their own positions and challenge the assertions of their opponents in an attempt to persuade the audience. 
c. Debaters are welcome to initiate the debate, but if one side or the other is having difficulty, the instructor will act as a moderator.
d. I will expect all debaters to contribute equally to the argument.
4.  Open Forum Discussion & Vote
a. Members of the forum may now question the presenters. They can ask for clarification of a point, they can challenge the presenters' assertions, or they can ask for the presenters' opinion on a related thought. They have one minute to do so.
b. Forum members should vote on who they felt won the debate
What you turn in….
I need one copy of the constructive speech for each side. (I do not want both guys turning in their individual portions of the speech.) 

How you'll be graded…

1. I will grade presenters on …

a. the quality of their research

b. their presentation skills 

c. their preparedness in the debate phase and open forum discussion

d. their appearance (shirt, tie, nice pants, dress shoes)

e. the organization of their argument
f. their professionalism during the debate (did you treat your opponents with respect)
